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Message From: Jeff Smikahl

 

Parents and Students:

Below is important information about many upcoming events.  Please email me with any questions.

Thanks,
Mr. Smikahl

Marching Band Dates

Attached are the marching band dates for next year. I am still waiting on confirmation on some of them from the district but I was given
permission by the administration to go ahead and send out pending dates.  I deal with all conflicts on a one on one basis.  We spend a
lot of money to have custom drill to our exact marching numbers.  Attendance is our number one most important aspect for us to be
successful.  Please let me know by April 1st if there are conflicts that would require an absence from either camp or any of the
performances.

Send-off Concert

I know there is a lot going on this time of year, but I would like to invite everyone to attend the Send-off concert for the OE Percussion
Ensemble as they prepare to perform at the KMEA conference next week and the Bands of America National Percussion Festival a few
weeks later in Indianapolis.  The Percussion Ensemble are one of only 8 in the United States selected to perform at this festival and
they are the only group from Kansas ever selected.  The students have been working extremely hard on the music and it would be great
to have a nice crowd for their send-off concert.  The send-off concert will be at Olathe Northwest in their auditorium next Tuesday,
February 25th at 6:00 p.m.  There are several groups from Olathe that are performing at KMEA and this will be a series of short concerts
starting with ours.  You are welcome to stay for other groups but it is o.k. to just listen to our group.  Our entire concert should last 30
minutes.

All State Information and audition fee

The information for All State band was sent out early in this month.  Please make sure you are preparing your music and please make
sure you remember your folding music stand.  We will meet at 7:15 a.m. on Thursday morning to head to Wichita.  For everyone that
auditioned back in January (regardless if you were chosen or not) the fee for the hotel and charter bus is $70 per student.  If you could
please make the check out to Olathe East and bring it in to the band office at your earliest convenience I would really appreciate it.

Percussion Information

For Tuesday’s concert students will report @ 4:00 p.m. to load the trailers.  They don’t need to be in the concert tuxes/dress but they
need to have them with them.  We will have all the tux parents ready to be picked up by Tuesday afternoon.  We will try to leave 4:30
p.m. and arrive at ONW at 5:00 p.m.  That will give us an hour to load out, get setup, and get changed for the performance.

For the KMEA trip students will report at 4:00 p.m. to load the trailer and once it is loaded they will leave for Wichita.  They will make a
dinner stop on the way down there.  They should bring money for dinner.  Once they arrive in Wichita we will get checked in to the
hotel. 

Saturday morning we will be on a tight schedule.  Students should bring something with them they can eat for breakfast.  There is not a
complimentary breakfast at the hotel.  We will leave at 6:45 a.m.  We should already be dressed for the performance when we leave
that morning.  We will load out at 7:00 a.m. and warm-up at 7:30 a.m.  Concert will start at 8:00 a.m.  Immediately after the concert we
will go get our picture taken and then load out our gear.  We will have a early lunch/brunch at McDonalds before heading back for
Olathe.  The exact departure time will depend on how slow the picture taking process is.

Former Student in Need

Nick Rowland was a student in our program many years ago.  He has since gone on to be a professional musician and has taught
private lessons to several of our students.  His family’s music store burned down recently and they could really use some support. 
While insurance will cover the store losses, he lost most of his personal instruments in the fire and they were not insured.  Please
consider donating the Go Fund Me account if you are in the financial position to do so.
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Nick Rowland Music Studio Fund organized by Denise Laughlin
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